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Protecting public decency between legitimate intent and
the criminal system

An applied study on the Saudi public taste list
Ahmed Ahmed Saleh Al-Tawili
the University of Najran, Saudi Arabia
E-mail: aaaltawily@nu.edu.sa
Abstract:

This study deals empirically with the Saudi Public Decency
Law, which was issued to enhance the people's respect for
public decency. The law also aimed to establish a specific
legal framework to be adhered by all. The law established
some financial sanctions to decrease the manifestations of
violating public decency, deviation from public morals, and
unacceptable behaviors according to prevalent custom and
traditions of the society in public places. The study addresses
the criminal and penal legalization of the law of public
decency in terms of Magassed (i.e. purposes) and law. The
study also focuses on the role of Maqgasid Al-
Shariaa (purposes of Sharia), penal system, Urf (i.e. custom
of the society) and conventions in the development of public
decency and its protection. Furthermore, the study sheds light
on the statutory conditioning of the crime of public decency,
and the regulations of applying its sanctions.

key words: public decency, Maqasid Al-shariaa, penal
system, statutory conditioning, regulations of sanctions.
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